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The Independent Tipperary
TD, Michael Lowry, has been
fined and banned from acting
as a company director for three
years after being found guilty
by a jury of two offences relat-
ing to his refrigeration
company, Garuda.

Speaking afterwards, he said
the outcome was a “fantastic re-
sult”. His trial, he said, should
have been held “locally” and at
District Court level. “What
business had they bringing me
here to the special, criminal
court in Dublin? None. None.
And that has been proven.”

After a 12-day trial in the
Dublin Circuit Criminal Court,
the jury found Mr Lowry guilty
of charges of failing to keep
proper books of account and of
delivering an incorrect
corporation tax return.

During the trial a more seri-
ous tax charge against the politi-
cian was dropped and the jury
failed to reach a decision in re-
gard to other charges, which
the State will not now pursue.

All the charges related to the
treatment of a 2002 commis-
sion payment of about

¤372,000 from a Finnish
company, Norpe OY, that was
owed to Garuda arising from
sales to Dunnes Stores.

The trial heard that the
money went to the Isle of Man,
to an entity called the Glebe
Trust which is associated with

Northern Ireland land scout,
Kevin Phelan.

Mr Phelan and the Glebe
Trust featured in the long-run-
ning Moriarty tribunal investi-
gation into links between Mr
Lowry and businessman Denis
O’Brien. However, this was not
a factor in the trial just finished.

After sentence was delivered
by Judge Martin Nolan, Mr
Lowry told reporters outside
the court building that he had
come in a free man, and was
leaving a free man. He made it
clear that he strongly resented
the fact that he had been
brought to the Circuit Criminal
Court in Dublin to face charges.

“Now this is a special, crimi-
nal court, and all of you know
the type of cases that are heard
and dealt with in this court. My
case should never have been
heard in Dublin.”

Twice asked by reporters to
address the fact that he had

been found guilty of two offenc-
es, Mr Lowry failed to respond.
He referred the reporters to the
remarks made during sentenc-
ing by the judge.

‘Conscientioustaxpayer’
The judge had described Mr
Lowry as a “conscientious tax
payer” having accepted evi-
dence that he previously “put
his hand in his pocket” to settle
a ¤1.4 million tax bill in 2007,
that related to matters dating
back to 1997. He said Mr Lowry
had no previous convictions,
was a good employer and a very

good public representative.
“The proof of the pudding is

in the eating. He has been
re-elected,” the judge said.

Following the verdict, a
spokesman for Taoiseach Leo
Varadkar said the Government
had “no understanding with Mi-
chael Lowry . . . there’s no spe-
cial arrangement there”. Re-
cently, Mr Varadkar told the
Dáil that there was “no written
agreement with Mr Lowry”.

SARAHBARDON
andCONORLALLY

The Government expects new-
ly appointed Garda Commis-
sioner Drew Harris to recruit
his own leadership team when
he takes up his position later
this year.

In a significant departure
for An Garda Síochána, an ex-
ternal candidate was chosen
for the role of commissioner
for the first time, with Mr Har-
ris beating strong internal
competition from Deputy
Commissioner John Twomey
and Assistant Commissioner
Pat Leahy.

It is a sea change for the Gar-
da to have a leader from anoth-
er jurisdiction and it is the first
time in its history, but political
sources said Mr Harris’s pro-
file as someone from outside
but with close knowledge of
the force made him ideal for
the role.

Government figures said
they were “hopeful” Mr Har-
ris would recruit his own team
to assist with his new position.
All resources would be made
available to ensure that hap-
pened, one stressed. Howev-
er, this is likely to be conten-
tious for many in the force.

Selectionprocess
The selection process was in-
dependent of Government,
but Ministers enthusiastically
welcomed the move yesterday
with Taoiseach Leo Varadkar
hailing the appointment from
the steps of Government Build-
ings.

The Cabinet yesterday rati-
fied the appointment of Mr
Harris, who is currently the
Deputy Chief Constable of the
Police Service of Northern Ire-
land, nine months after the de-
parture of former commission-
er Nóirín O’Sullivan from the
role.

Mr Harris will replace Act-
ing Commissioner Dónall Ó
Cualáin, who will be retiring in
September. Mr Harris will be
paid a salary of ¤250,000.

Mr Varadkar defended the
decision to appoint an outsid-
er to the role and to oversee
the State’s national security.

He insisted Mr Harris
would be “loyal to the police

and loyal to the State” and
would steer policing in the
right direction.

“It is a good moment for
Irish policing, it is an opportu-
nity for new leadership and for
policing for the community,”
Mr Varadkar added.

Dualcitizenship
On taking up the post, Mr Har-
ris will be required to make a
solemn declaration under sec-
tion 16 of the Garda Síochána
Act 2005 including to uphold
the Constitution and the laws
of the State.

Mr Harris is entitled to dual
Irish and British citizenship be-
cause he was born in Northern
Ireland, and a Government
spokesman confirmed he had
applied for an Irish passport.

Mr Harris was one of five in-
dividuals in the final round of
interviews for the role. Assis-
tant Commissioner Leahy and
Deputy Commissioner Twom-
ey were the only two internal
candidates to make through to
the last stage of the competi-
tion. The others were based in
Scotland and England. Howev-
er it is understood one of those
withdrew in recent weeks.

Mr Harris has served princi-
pally in Northern Ireland, in-
cluding 12 years in senior lead-
ership roles. He has served as
Deputy Chief Constable since
2014, where he is believed to
have worked closely with the
British security services.

His father, also an RUC of-
ficer, was killed in an IRA car
bomb in 1989. His mother sur-
vived the attack.

Garda sources said Mr Har-
ris would be a target for dissi-
dent Republicans, whose stat-
ed aim has been to attack the
security services of Northern
Ireland.

ÁINEMcMAHON

A row between Minister for Cul-
ture, Heritage and the Gael-
tacht Josepha Madigan and
Archbishop of Dublin Diar-
muid Martin has escalated fol-
lowing a statement from the
Archbishop criticising the Min-
ister.

Ms Madigan stepped in to
lead prayers at her local church
in Mount Merrion, Dublin at
the weekend when no priest
had arrived to say Mass.

Archbishop Martin criticised
her after she later commented
that female priests should be al-

lowed in the clergy, calling
the comments “bizarre” and
claiming the Minister had an
agenda.

‘Disrespectful’
He also said she was “deeply dis-
respectful” and her comments
had caused parishioners in
Mount Merrion and elsewhere
“considerable distress”.

“It is regrettable that Minis-
ter Madigan used this occasion
to push a particular agenda.
Her expressed view that a
mix-up in a Dublin parish on
one particular Saturday even-
ing should lead to the Universal

Church changing core teach-
ings is bizarre,” he said.

Ms Madigan said she was sur-
prised at the personal nature of
the attack.

“The only agenda I am push-
ing is equality in the church just
as I believe there should be
equality in all facets of society.
Although women play a role in
the operations of the church, in-
cluding my own parish, I be-
lieve the church has to change
to reflect society as it is today,”
she said.

ArchbishopsaysMinistercaused
‘considerabledistress’ toMass-goers
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The Government has said it
intended to “offer refuge” to
20-25 migrants stranded on
a boat in the Mediterranean
that has been refused permis-
sion to dock in a number of
countries.

The MV Lifeline, which is
operated by a German NGO
and has 234 migrants on
board, has been refused per-
mission to dock in Italy, Mal-
ta and Spain and is 30km off
the Maltese coast, after it
picked up stranded migrants
off the Libyan coast.

Government Buildings
said that following discus-
sions among Ministers in
Dublin, Minister for Foreign
Affairs Simon Coveney had
been in touch with the Mal-
tese authorities and agree-
ment had been reached that
Ireland will be one of a num-
ber of EU countries to take
the migrants once the Life-
line docks at Malta. The boat
is expected to dock in Malta
in the next 48 hours.

A Government spokes-
man was unable to say if the
migrants would be allowed to
apply for refugee status in Ire-
land, or whether they would
be granted automatic permis-
sion to stay.

Thousands of migrants
continue to attempt to make
their way to Europe across
the Mediterranean, often in
small crafts with little hope
of making the crossing in-
tact. The development
comes as EU leaders prepare
to discuss migration in Brus-
sels this week.

Stateto
giverefuge
tostranded
migrants
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OLIVIAKELLY
DublinCorrespondent

Dubliners are facing “unavoida-
ble” water restrictions if exces-
sive use continues during the
long spell of dry weather, Irish
Water has warned.

And already some areas in
Athlone, Kilkenny, Longford
and north Dublin have experi-
enced outages and restrictions
and areas in Donegal and Mull-
ingar have been identified as be-
ing at risk.

Reductions in water pres-
sure and cuts to supplies will be
necessary if high water demand
is not curbed in the capital Irish
Water has said. Water use in
Dublin is currently running at
an average of 20 million litres
more a day than last summer.

A yellow weather warning is
in place for the rest of the week
across the country with temper-
atures expected to hit 30 de-
grees in parts of the midlands
and west.

However, the risk of drought
is particularly acute in the great-
er Dublin area, with demand on
water supplies for almost two
million people reaching “con-
cerning levels”according to
Irish Water.

The utility can produce 610
million litres of water a day to
serve the Dublin area. Last sum-
mer, an average of 565 million
litres of water a day was used.
This summer the average has
risen to 585 million litres, but
last Friday 602 million litres of
water were used and overnight
on Monday the levels were at
609 million litres leaving “al-
most no margin of supply over
demand” Irish Water said.

“If the drought is prolonged,

water restrictions would be-
come unavoidable given the
trends. Irish Water is appealing
to the public to be mindful of
their water usage, ” Irish
Water’s corporate affairs
manager, Kate Gannon said.

If the situation persists, “peo-
ple on the edges” – those living
on higher ground or at the end
of pipe lines could suffer
disruption to supply. However,
if demand is not brought back

within sustainable levels, the
utility will consider planned
restrictions and “rolling
outages” Ms Gannon said.

“We would try to hold off on
restrictions and outages and
look at operational options,”
such as reconfiguring which res-
ervoirs supply particular areas,
she said.

Restrictingwater
“But we may have to move to re-
ducing pressure at night, and if
things got worse, we would
have to look at more serious
measures such as restricting
water for periods during the
day or implementing rolling

outages.” These outages, would
be staggered so there was not
an excessive burden on any one
community, she said.

However, she said these cuts
may be avoided if demand re-
duces. “This is a very serious sit-
uation and we are seeking the
public’s help. Every effort the
public make to conserve water
will help to minimise risk of sup-
ply loss to them and their com-
munity.”

Irish Water would write to
people whose use was exces-
sive, Ms Gannon said, but
“right now we’re not looking at
sanctioning individuals with
high usage levels”.

Water source levels, especial-
ly the main raw water storage
facility at Poulaphouca, are
dropping at similar rates to
previous droughts in 1975,
1976, and 1995.

Outages
At many water schemes around
the country supply was already
under pressure and the spell of
warm weather has exacerbated
this situation. Demand for wa-
ter is increasing while levels in
rivers and lakes are dropping
significantly which means that
there is less water available to
treat and supply to homes and
businesses.

Some areas in Athlone,
Kilkenny, Longford and north
Dublin have already experi-
enced outages and restrictions
and areas in Donegal and Mull-
ingar have been identified as
being at risk, Ms Gannon said.

“Irish Water’s Leakage Re-
duction Programme teams are
on the ground now but we also
need the public’s support to
reduce their water usage. The
top three measures that people
can take are not using a hose to
water the garden or wash cars;
keeping paddling pools very
shallow if they are being used;
and taking short showers
rather than baths.”

OLIVIAKELLY

The Department of Agriculture
has issued a “condition red” for-
est fire danger notice, with dry
conditions expected to contin-
ue and temperatures to remain
in the mid-20s, possibly reach-
ing 30 degrees, during the
week.

The red warning replaces an
orange “high fire risk” notice
that had been in effect since
Thursday.

“Under extreme fire risk con-
ditions, any ignition may give
rise to rapid and unpredictable
wildfire development and
spread, particularly in dead
grasses, and low moisture
shrubs like gorse and heather,”

the department said.
“Upland fires can be expect-

ed to cover extensive areas and
pose extreme difficulties to sup-
pression efforts and may poten-
tially give rise to major emer-
gency scenarios.”

Concern
These dangers were of particu-
lar concern near heavily popu-
lated areas and “on urban inter-
faces”, the department said.

State forestry company
Coillte said all outdoor use of
fires, barbecues and other open
ignition sources should be
avoided on forest lands and in
other high-risk areas until
further notice.

Dublin Fire Brigade has also

asked people not to light barbe-
cues outside of designated are-
as and to always take care when
disposing of cigarettes. The fire
brigade and Coillte have been
fighting a forest fire at Barna-
slingan Wood for the past nine

days.
“Teams are working around

the clock to keep the fire con-
tained, but rain is needed to
dampen the fire and cool off the

embers in the ground,” Coillte
said.

Extreme caution is also ad-
vised with respect to hay-mak-
ing and the use of machinery
and other agricultural activity
that may also present a risk of
fire in dry vegetation on cultivat-
ed land types in current condi-
tions, Coillte said.

Irish Farmers’ Association
president Joe Healy said there
was always a risk when using
machinery, “particularly in
very dry conditions when a
spark from the machine could
ignite a fire. Farmers are ad-
vised to be mindful of the risk
and to have fire extinguishers
close to hand”.

The Irish Greyhound Board

(IGB) has suspended racing be-
tween 10am and 7.30pm this
week and is monitoring all race
meetings subject to changing
weather patterns and local con-
ditions throughout the week.
IGB chief executive Gerard Dol-
lard said while cancelling trials
or racing can be a great
inconvenience to owners and
customers “the welfare of grey-
hounds comes first in all opera-
tional decisions. Staff at all
tracks have been advised to sup-
plement existing operational ar-
rangements during this heat-
wave to ensure welfare consid-
erations are fully taken into ac-
count”.

Motorists have been advised
by South Dublin County Coun-

cil that dehydrated drivers may
become drowsy.

“Few people realise the im-
pact that excessive heat can
have on a person’s body,” the
council said.

“Motorists driving during
the current hot spell can be-
come tired and drowsy if they
do not drink sufficient amounts
of water during the day, leading
to concerns for their ability to
stay awake during daytime jour-
neys.”

Heat-induced fatigue can re-
sult in “impaired performance,
loss of concentration, alertness
and attentiveness, poor reac-
tion performances and the in-
creased likelihood of a driver
falling asleep”, the council said.

Dubliners facewaterrestrictionsasdry
spell threatenstoresult indroughts

SARAHBARDON

Fianna Fáil leader Micheál
Martin has confirmed the
party will not field a candi-
date in the presidential elec-
tion and will support Presi-
dent Michael D Higgins.

Mr Martin told his parlia-
mentary party he believed
Fianna Fáil should support
Mr Higgins’s candidacy. The
Irish Times reported this de-
velopment at the weekend.

In a statement, Mr Martin
said: “President Higgins has
served the country with great
distinction over the course of
his first term both at home
and around the world.

“He enjoys widespread
support across the country
and has demonstrated his un-
derstanding and connection
with communities across a
broad range of issues in re-
cent years.”

His party had passed a mo-
tion last year calling for it to
participate in a contest.

The President has made a
number of statements hint-
ing at his desire to secure an-
other seven years in Áras an
Uachtaráin and is said to
have informed figures in
Leinster House of his likely
candidacy. The Government
has provisionally set a date of
October 26th for the vote,
which will coincide with two
referendums on the issue of
blasphemy and the woman’s
place in the home.

JACKPOWER
andPATSYMcGARRY

A man who says he will not be
attending the pope’s Mass in
the Phoenix Park claims he
has booked 800 tickets in
protest, including several un-
der the name “Jesus Christ”.

A Facebook page protest-
ing the August visit of Pope
Francis to Ireland is encourag-
ing people to book large num-
bers of free tickets, which will
not be used, to ensure a low
turnout at events.

Jonathan Keane (32) is one
member of the ‘Say Nope to
the Pope’ Facebook event
page. More than 1,000 people
have clicked “attending” and
another 4,000 marked them-
selves as “interested” on the
social media platform.

Mr Keane said he booked
800 tickets yesterday, by us-
ing various different names
and email addresses, on the
World Meeting of Families
website.

He booked one batch of tick-
ets for the Phoenix Park Mass

under the name “Jesus
Christ”, he said.

Organisers of World Meet-
ing of Families events in Dub-
lin next August have ex-
pressed confidence that their
system will make such cam-
paigns null and void.

When booking went live yes-
terday, 285,000 of the
500,000 tickets for the papal
Mass in Dublin’s Phoenix Park
had been secured by 5pm.
Tickets are free, but people
are asked to consider making
a donation when booking.

All 45,000 tickets for the
pope’s visit to Knock shrine,
Co Mayo, have been booked,
as well as 70,000 tickets for a
series of events for the World
Meeting of Families, in the
RDS.

The pope’s visit to Ireland
will begin on August 25th,
when he flies from Rome to
Dublin.

The papal Mass will take
place the following day on Sun-
day, at 3pm in the Phoenix
Park, and he will return to
Rome later that day.

DAVIDRALEIGH

Limerick woman Vicky
Phelan plans to fund a cancer
care centre worker to provide
patients with access to the lat-
est ground-breaking drug ther-
apies.

Ms Phelan, who settled her
legal action for ¤2.5 million
over a 2011 false negative
smear test, says she is person-
ally willing to fund such a posi-
tion to “shame” the Govern-
ment into following her lead
and provide similar posts
around the country.

“One of the things I want to
see happening is that I would
hope to try to fund a position,
and that one position would
lead to another, so I’m willing
to do that.

“I think that if I got the ball
rolling, it would be a goodwill
gesture on my part, to again
shame [the Government] into
doing it,” Ms Phelan told re-
porters at the University of
Limerick (UL) where she was
awarded an honorary doctor-
ate.

The mother of two has dis-
cussed her plans with Minister
for Health Simon Harris and
the idea is in its “early stages”.

“If you’re given a terminal
diagnosis, you should be sent
to [such a] person because the
oncologists don’t do it – it’s not
part of their remit,” she said.

Monthstolive
Ms Phelan received a false neg-
ative test after she went for a
cervical smear in 2011. Three
years later she was diagnosed
with cancer. Last January, she
was informed she had months
to live.

She was awarded ¤2.5 mil-
lion in damages in the High
Court for the error last
April.The publicity surround-
ing her story led to the Cervi-
calCheck scandal, involving
209 women.

Ms Phelan said she was “giv-
en no hope” when she re-
ceived her terminal cancer di-
agnosis.

Her “big focus” remained to
push for all women with ad-
vanced cervical cancer to re-
ceive the drug Pembrolizum-
ab, which is newly-licensed in
the US but not expected to be
licensed in Ireland for another
two to three years.

‘Nohope’
Since last April Ms Phelan has
undergone four rounds of the
drug, and last week was in-
formed her tumours had
shrunk significantly.

Ms Phelan said she is now
“feeling great, 100 per cent”.

Asked if she had faith in the

HSE, she replied: “Parts of it”.
She praised paediatric ser-

vices which are treating her
daughter for a “congenital dis-
order”, but added, “there are
parts of it that don’t work well,
which is the cervical screening
side of things – and – also oncol-
ogy”.

“I was offered no hope in
January so I had to go off and
do all the research myself. I
would be a bit sceptical about
the health service from the
point of view of terminally ill
patients, because you’re not
given much hope.”

Ms Phelan, watched by her
husband, Jim, children Ame-
lia (12) and Darragh (7), and
parents John and Gabby Kelly,
punched the air after receiv-
ing her honorary doctorate pa-
per scroll from UL president
Des Fitzgerald.

SARAHBARDON
PoliticalReporter

Asylum seekers will be able to
seek any form of employment
except with An Garda
Síochána, the Defence Forces
or the Civil Service, under new
plans to be announced by the
Government.

Minister for Justice Charlie
Flanagan secured Cabinet
approval yesterday to lift the
restrictions placed on asylum
seekers working, including the
abolishment of the ¤1,000
payment for an employment
permit.

The proposals, which will be
announced today by Mr
Flanagan and Minister of State

David Stanton, come a year
after the Supreme Court found
the ban on asylum seekers
working in this country was
unconstitutional.

Salary
According to the current rules,
asylum seekers must secure a
job that pays a starting salary of
at least ¤30,000 a year, and
may not work in any of 60
different sectors, including in
hospitality, food, healthcare,
social work, childcare, market-
ing, administration, textiles,
printing, housekeeping and
construction.

It is understood Mr Flanagan
will relax this system and will al-
low for broad access to occupa-

tions and easier access to work
permits.

The Minister for Justice will
also be in charge of granting
such permits.

A Government source said
the decision to deny access to
the Garda, the Defence Forces
and the Civil Service was due to
the permanency of the posi-
tions.

Payments
“It is not clear whether all asy-
lum seekers will become perma-
nent residents and therefore un-
til that is clear, they will not be
in a position to work in those
three sectors. However, they
will be able to work elsewhere.”

Access to social welfare pay-

ments will also be permitted to
those who find employment.
Currently, asylum seekers liv-
ing in direct provision have a
weekly allowance of ¤21.60 and
can buy food using a recently in-
troduced points system.

Figures show 5,096 people
were living in direct provision
in December 2017.

Many have been in the sys-
tem awaiting a decision on their
future for years.

The old scheme, which will
remain in force until a full
work-permit system is drawn
up for asylum seekers, has been
strongly criticised by advo-
cates. Not one work permit has
been issued since the ban was
lifted.

SARAHBURNS

Irish Ferries has said all sailings
on the Ulysses vessel which
serves the Dublin to Holyhead
route have been cancelled for
the next week.

The company said the ship
has been taken out of service
due to a “technical issue” and to
allow repairs be completed.

A spokeswoman for Irish Fer-
ries said there is a problem with
a propeller shaft necessitating

the ship going to dry dock for a
number of days and it is expect-
ed the Ulysses will return to nor-
mal service by the middle of
next week.

Alternative
In a statement, the company
said all passengers affected are
currently being advised and
will be accommodated on an al-
ternative ship or sailing.

“Irish Ferries apologises for
this unforeseen disruption, and

can confirm that its other ships
on the route continue to oper-
ate,” it said.

“In addition, the company
will operate additional sailings
over the weekend, which may
mean altering some existing
schedules to accommodate
these. All passengers are being
notified in advance and offered
a suitable alternative.”

Earlier this month, Irish Fer-
ries was forced to cancel 6,000
bookings due to a delay in the

delivery of the new WB Yeats
ferry by German shipbuilder
FSG.

Almost 20,000 people who
were due to travel on the WB
Yeats ship between July 30th
and September 17th learned
they would have to make alter-
native arrangements.

The National Transport Au-
thority is handling about 30
complaints that have been ele-
vated to them in regards to the
disruption.

IrishFerriescancelssailingstoHolyhead
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Dublin. PHOTOGRAPH: DARA MAC
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MARIEO’HALLORAN

Ireland is spending more
money on health than almost
any other country in the
world, Taoiseach Leo Varad-
kar has said, as it emerged
the Health Service Executive
(HSE) was spending a “scan-
dalous” ¤300 million a year
on agency staff.

Mr Varadkar said the HSE
was set to exceed its budget
yet again this year and had
been spending more than the
Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Develop-
ment average for 20 years.

He said more fundamental
reforms were needed be-
cause Ireland was spending
more per head of population
on health than most of the
rest of the world, including
during the recession.

He acknowledged spend-
ing on agency staff was high
but said it had to be seen in a
broader context. It amount-
ed to 2 per cent of the total
budget or one in 25 of the to-
tal staff.

Mr Varadkar was respond-
ing to Sinn Féin leader Mary
Lou McDonald, who de-
scribed as “mind boggling”
the dependence of some hos-
pitals on agency staff.

A total of ¤105 million had
been spent on hiring agency
doctors and dentists and that
figure had doubled since
Fine Gael came into office in
2011.
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