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Gonsior – Novak (1963)

How did White, to play, break
down the fragile Black defenc-
es?

1, Rxf8+ Qxf8; 2, Bxe6+
Rxe6; 3, Qxh7 mate or 2…Kh8;
3, Qxf8 mate.

ScribbleBox

Your partner bids One
Spade, and the next player
passes. Both sides are vulner-
able, and you have a partscore
of 40. What would you bid
with each of the following five
hands?

1.♠AJ83♥KJ95♦ 74
♣KJ4

2.♠Q76♥AK984♦KJ
♣AJ2

3.♠K843♥ 10♦ 1087
♣AKJ32

4.♠Q972♥AQ1074♦ 62
♣ 85

5.♠ J54♥AQ6♦KQ85
♣AJ9

* * *
1. Three spades. With 40

on, a direct jump-raise indi-
cates a hand of opening-bid
proportions and a fit for part-
ner’s suit.

The purpose of the jump-
raise is to alert partner to the
possibility of a slam. Partner
does not have to bid again.
He continues forward with
values that justify exploring
for slam opposite responder’s
announced strength.

2. Three hearts. The jump-
shift guarantees 17 or more
points and forces opener to
bid again (with a 40 partscore,
partner would not have to
answer a two-heart response).
Opener rebids naturally
depending on both distribu-
tion and high-card strength.
A three-spade bid by opener
would show a rebiddable suit,
while three notrump would

indicate a balanced hand and
lack of interest in slam.

3. Two clubs. Since a con-
tract that would yield game has
not yet been reached, opener
must bid again. It’s best to men-
tion the club suit first, planning
to show your good spade sup-
port next should opener be
interested in slam.

If the partscore were 60,
clubs would not be mentioned;
in that case, a direct raise to
three spades would be the bet-
ter bid.

4. Two spades. You have
good spade support and are
in the range for a single raise,
so that is the best action. Two
hearts (not forcing) would be
an inaccurate response, as
that bid would normally show
a good heart suit and imply
lack of support for spades. If
partner bids again over two
spades, trying for slam, you can
then mention your heart suit, at
the same time indicating slam
interest.

5. Three notrump. Since
two notrump would be suf-
ficient for game, three notrump
is a slam try, but opener is not
required to bid again. If he has
a minimum opening suitable
for notrump play, he can pass.

The three-notrump
response with a partscore of 40
has the same meaning as the
same bid without a partscore. It
indicates notrump distribution,
16 or 17 high-card points, and
stoppers in the unbid suits.

Bridge by Steve Becker

There was a full house in Tal-
laght Stadium last night as Pres-
ident Michael D Higgins
opened the Special Olympics
Ireland Games.

Some 1,600 athletes with in-
tellectual disabilities took part
in the opening ceremony of the
40th national Games, at which
they were cheered on by coach-
es, families, supporters, friends
and an army of volunteers.

The 32 counties of Ireland
are represented at the Games
with five teams taking part –
Munster, Leinster, Connacht,
Ulster and the Eastern Region,
which covers Dublin and Wick-
low.

The four-day event will see
athletes compete across 13
sports with the backing of some
2,500 volunteers who are giv-
ing over their time to make sure
everything goes to plan.

The athletes enjoyed their
moment in the spotlight, which
came after 12 months of train-
ing following their selections to
the regional teams.

The crowd stood to applaud
each procession of athletes,
who waved back to their sup-
porters.

Dublin is hosting the nation-
al games for the first time in 16
years, and the organisers had to
deal with a fair share of adversi-
ty in advance.

Dismantled
Strong winds from Storm Hec-
tor meant the large screens and
stage to be used in the ceremo-
ny had to be dismantled in the
early hours yesterday morning
due to safety concerns.

A smaller stage flanked by
two screens was erected to en-
sure the games could be formal-

ly opened. Despite the choppy
weather overnight, it was clear
skies and sun by the time peo-
ple began to arrive for the open-
ing ceremony.

Matt English, chief executive
of Special Olympics Ireland,
said the organisation and all

those involved had been look-
ing forward to the games for so
long.

He said the volunteers who
give their time, both over the

weekend and in local sports
clubs throughout the year,
were the “lifeblood of the Spe-
cial Olympics”.

Mr English paid tribute to
the many companies who back
the national games, including
sponsor Eir and businessman
Denis O’Brien, a long time sup-
porter the games.

The athletes recited the Spe-
cial Olympics motto, “let me
win, but if I cannot win, let me
be brave in the attempt”, before
President Higgins told the stadi-
um the participants were a
source of great pride for the
country.

‘Greatpride’
“Like all Irish people I remem-
ber with great joy the 2003 Spe-
cial Olympics world summer
Games.

“And the great pride we all

felt that Ireland became the
first country outside the United
States to host the world
games,” he said.

The athletes involved “have
refused to to be defined or limit-
ed, by any narrow stereotypes
that might still linger in any cor-
ner of our society”, he said, add-
ing that they are instead recog-
nised for their “skills and abili-
ties”.

Athletes who distinguish
themselves at the national
games will be hoping to be se-
lected to represent Ireland at
the next world summer Games,
which take place in Abu Dhabi
next year.

The Games themselves will
take place in sports venues
across Dublin, Meath and Kil-
dare, with the majority staged
in the national sports campus in
Blanchardstown.

CONOR GALLAGHER
andSARAH BARDON

The number of women affect-
ed by the cervical screening
controversy is likely to in-
crease significantly. To date
the HSE has identified 209
women for whom a clinical au-
dit showed their cancer had
been missed by the Cervical-
Check programme. Many of
these women were not told.

This number is likely to in-
crease as audits are completed
on 46 other cases. Twelve of
these audits are close to com-
pletion, the Public Accounts
Committee (PAC) heard yes-
terday.

The PAC has also heard
there are currently five legal
cases being taken against the
HSE over its CervicalCheck
programme. There are anoth-
er two potential cases and one
case has been settled, that of
Vicky Phelan, whose High
Court action in April brought
the failings into the public eye.

There are also 18 cases relat-
ing to the bowel screening pro-
gramme with another three
potential cases, Ciarán Breen
of the State Claims Agency
(SCA) told the committee.

Legalclaims
Regarding screening pro-
grammes run by hospitals and
not the State there are 23 legal
claims relating to breast
screening programmes and 12
relating to bowel cancer
screening programmes.

Members of the committee
questioned HSE staff at length
about why documents request-
ed by Dr Gabriel Scally, who is
conducting an inquiry into the
CervicalCheck controversy,
were provided in an unsearch-
able format. Many of the
4,000 documents were gener-
ated electronically but had
been printed out and scanned
back into a computer before
being printed out again and
provided to Dr Scally, mean-
ing they could not be electroni-
cally searched.

Dr Scally’s scoping inquiry
was due to conclude by the end
of this month but it will now be
August before it is finished.

The director general of the
HSE, John Connaghan, said
the documents were provided
in this unsearchable format
due to “technical limitations”.
He said efforts are under way
to ensure future documents
are provided in a searchable
format.

Fine Gael TD Kate O’Con-
nell told Mr Connaghan she be-
lieves it wasn’t technical barri-
ers that prevented this being
done. “There was a different
sort of barrier. A human barri-
er.” Ms O’Connell continued:
“It’s disrespectful to us and to
the public. It seems like a delib-
erate attempt to stop informa-
tion being received. I just kind
of wonder what the point of
you all is at this stage? It must
be meeting ten or 12 and we’re
no further. There’s no point in
you because you can’t give us
answers.

“I think the whole lot of you
should be sent packing. This is
the middle of June and we’re
none the wiser.”

Mr Connaghan said the
HSE has hired outside help to
assist with providing docu-
ments and has committed to
providing all requested files
within 30 days. Some other re-
quested documents have not
been released at all to Dr Scal-
ly. Mr Connaghan told the
PAC some documents relating
to the contracting of the labo-
ratories which carried out the
cervical smear test analysis re-

quired legal clearance or the
consent of certain parties pri-
or to release.

He said they have now ob-
tained these clearances and
will be handing over the con-
tract documents immediately.

Meanwhile the Minister for
Health Simon Harris has
pledged that a commission of
investigation will be launched
into the CervicalCheck contro-
versy in September, once Dr
Scally has reported.

Mr Harris said setting up a
commission immediately, as
has been called for by mem-
bers of the opposition, would
not be right and it is better to
wait for Dr Scally to continue
his work over the summer.

“If you just threw every-
thing into a commission now, I
think there is a legitimate con-
cern that that would go on and
on,” he said. “A situation
where everyone would lawyer
up and go off to a commission
of investigation immediately
is not a desirable one.”
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of you should

be sent packing.
This is themiddle
of June andwe’re
none thewiser

Jack
Power

GORDONDEEGAN

One senior clinical manager in
the Health Service Executive
last year earned almost ¤1 mil-
lion, according to the HSE’s
2017 annual accounts.

The senior clinical manag-
er’s pay of ¤970,000
-¤980,000 in 2017 incorpo-
rates backdated arrears of pay
since 2010, including basic pay
and overtime, night duty, week-
end and on-call allowances.

A note in the HSE accounts
states the manager’s actual em-
ployee benefits in 2017 with-
out any arrears would have put
the manager in the pay band of
¤210,000-¤220,000. The pay
earned by the senior clinical
manager was almost
¤500,000 more than the next
top earner, who received

¤500,000-¤510,000.
Last year a further 12 staff

members received pay of
¤300,000-¤500,000.

In total 2,554 staff members
at the HSE received pay over
¤100,000 last year – com-
pared with 2,243 in 2016, an in-
crease of 311. The majority of
the high earners at the HSE
would be medical consultants
– no breakdown is provided be-
tween consultants and others.

Thefigures show 25 staff
members received pay of
¤250,000-¤300,000; 250
were in receipt of salaries of
¤200,000-¤250,000; 1,108
w e r e g e t t i n g p a i d
¤150,000-¤200,000 and
1,157 got ¤100,000-¤150,000.
The HSE’s total pay bill last
year increased by 4.8 per cent,
from ¤5.1 billion to ¤5.35 bil-

lion. During 2017 numbers em-
ployed by the HSE increased
by 3,800, going from 110,258
to 114,058.

Pay to key management per-
sonnel at the HSE – made up of
the directorate – last year to-
talled ¤1.152 million, down
from the ¤1.23 million in 2016.
The spend on lump-sum pen-
sion payments to those retir-
ing last year totalled ¤115.64
million, a 6.7 per cent rise on
the ¤108.3 million in 2016.

The spend on agency staff in-
creased 8.5 per cent, from
¤277.33 million to ¤301 mil-
lion, while the HSE’s overtime
bill increased 10 per cent, from
¤148.9 million to ¤164 million.
The accounts show the HSE’s
spend on legal and profession-
al fees increased last year from
¤60 million to ¤85 million.

■ Chefs Ross Lewis, Edward Hayden andKevin Dundon share a joke in the Iveagh Gardens, Dublin, at this year’s Taste of Dublin event. Over the next three days food lovers from all over the
countrywill gather at the food, drinks and entertainment festival which began yesterday and runs until Sunday. PHOTOGRAPH: LEON FARRELL/PHOTOCALL
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Cervical cancer patient Vicky
Phelan has said the drug treat-
ment she has been undergo-
ing appears to be working and
her tumours have shrunk sig-
nificantly.

Ms Phelan settled a High
Court action against a US lab
in April after her cancer was
missed in a smear test three
years before she was diag-
nosed with the disease. The
test was taken as part of the
CervicalCheck programme.

The missed smear test was
discovered in 2014, after her
cancer diagnosis, but she was
not told about it until 2017. A
follow-up HSE investigation
found 209 women who were di-
agnosed with cervical cancer
were not told about audits
showing past smear tests
through CervicalCheck had
missed their cancers.

Following a CT scan earlier
this week, Ms Phelan received
a call from her oncologist Da-

vid Fennelly to say her tumour
has had significant shrinkage
since she started the drug Pem-
brolizumab in April. Ms
Phelan, speaking on RTÉ Ra-
dio 1’s Ray D’Arcy Show said:
“I said: ‘If this is bad news, I re-
ally don’t want to know.’ He
nearly cut across me, he said:
‘Absolutely not, Vicky.’ He
said: ‘This is just absolutely
fantastic news’ . . . He said
there is significant shrinkage
in your tumours.” Ms Phelan
has had three doses of the
drug since April. “My stomach
has gone down, I’m not in pain
anymore.” she said.

Ms Phelan said she is realis-
tic about her situation and
does not see this drug as a cure
for her cancer. However, she
said she believes it may allow
her to manage the disease.
“When . . . you’re given a termi-
nal diagnosis and nobody
gives you any hope, you know,
you’ll do whatever you have to
do to get the drug if you think
it’s going to work,” she said.

Patientsaysnewdrug
appearstobeworking

CONOR GALLAGHER

Reports of abuse of elderly peo-
ple and vulnerable adults in-
creased by more than a quarter
last year according to the HSE’s
National Safeguarding Office.

The NSO examined 10,118
complaints of abuse in 2017, in-
cluding physical, psychological
and sexual abuse, an increase of
28 per cent from the 2016 fig-
ure.

In its annual report, the of-
fice attributed the increase to
more designated officers as-
signed to receive complaints,
an increase in public awareness
of the office’s work and new
guidelines that require services
to implement stricter screen-
ing and safeguarding proce-
dures.

The office is responsible for

investigating complaints of
abuse of vulnerable adults,
such as those in care homes,
and anyone over 65. It is only
the second year data on safe-
guarding complaints have been
released.

Complaints
Of the complaints received, 50
per cent showed “reasonable
grounds” for concern and fur-
ther action. Twenty per cent re-
quired additional information,
with the remainder being dis-
missed.

For vulnerable adults under
the age of 65, 46 per cent of the
complaints related to physical
abuse, 29 per cent related to
psychological abuse and 11 per
cent to sexual abuse.

For adults over 65 psycholog-
ical abuse was the most com-

mon complaint (31 per cent) fol-
lowed by financial and physical
abuse (both 22 per cent).

The figures show women are
much more likely to be the sub-
ject of abuse as they age, a find-
ing in line with international re-
search.

Complaints relating to vul-
nerable adults under 65 years
of age are broadly similar for
males (51 per cent) and females
(49 per cent). But of those relat-
ing to the elderly, over
two-thirds relate to women.

Financial abuse becomes sig-
nificantly more common as peo-
ple grow older. Of people aged
over 80 who were the subject of
concern, a quarter of the com-
plaints related to financial
abuse. Of vulnerable adults
aged under 65 this figures was 6
per cent
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