
Woman ‘veryangry’ sheonly learned last
yearof a2014 review relating to2011 test

Court toldmother shouldhave ‘40years to
look forward to’ butonlyhasmonths to live

BARRYROCHE

The lack of a 24/7 catheterisa-
tion laboratory at University
Hospital Waterford had no im-
pact on the survival chances of
a 40-year-old farmer who died
while being transferred by am-
bulance to Cork so severe
were the consequences of his
particular form of heart at-
tack, an inquest has heard.

Consultant cardiologist at
St Vincent’s, Dr Ross Murphy
reviewed the treatment of
Thomas Power at University
Hospital Waterford when he
presented on Sunday, June
18th, 2017 and found he had
suffered such a severe tear to
his heart muscle that only im-
mediate full open heart sur-
gery could have saved him.

After the inquest, his widow
Bernadette Power urged the
Government to improve cardi-
ac services in the southeast
and, although medical experts
had ruled out the lack of a sec-
ond cath lab at UHW being a
factor in her husband’s death,
Ms Power urged the Govern-
ment to provide such a facility
to provide 24/7 cardiac cover.

Cardiacservices
Her comments were echoed
by Mr Power’s parents, Mi-
chael and Eileen and his sis-
ters, Joan and Catherine who
said their son and brother was
disadvantaged by the lack of
proper cardiac services in Wa-
terford. Earlier, at the in-
quest, Dr Murphy acknowl-
edged the cath lab was open at
UHW only from 9am to 5pm
Monday to Friday but UHW
does not offer full cardiac tho-
racic surgery which is only
available at hospitals in Dub-
lin, Cork and Galway.

The inquest at Cork City
Coroner’s Court heard from
Assistant State Pathologist Dr
Margaret Bolster Mr Power
had suffered a heart attack
three to seven days before pre-
senting with pains in his chest
at UHW on June 18th which
had significantly weakened
his heart muscle and subse-
quently led to a rupture.

Dr Bolster said that the risk
of rupture is greater after a
heart attack as the tissue is ne-
crotic and weakened and the
rupture in Mr Power’s case led
to a large amount of blood –
around 400 millilitres – gath-
ering about the heart which
would affect his heart’s ability
to pump blood.

Dr Murphy said a 3cm rup-
ture was so severe that stent-
ing was not an option and Mr
Power would either have had
to have the blood drained im-

mediately with a tap or under-
go full open heart surgery with-
in two to five minutes at a full
cardiac surgery centre to have
had any chance of survival.

The only designated cardi-
ac surgery centres are at the
Mater hospital and St James’s
Hospital in Dublin, Cork Uni-
versity Hospital and Universi-
ty Hospital Galway; and even
if the cath lab at UHW was
open 24/7 it would not have
made any difference as UHW
does not provide full open
heart surgery. Dr Murphy’s
opinion was echoed by inter-
ventional cardiologist at
UHW, Dr John O’Dea who
said the rupture in Mr Power’s
case was so severe he required
full open heart surgery.

The inquest had heard from
Mr Power’s widow, Berna-
dette that her husband rang
her at about 10.30am on the
morning of June 18th to say he
had pains in his chest so she
collected him at their farm at
Bell Lake near Dunmore East
and drove him to UHW where
he was admitted at 11.25am. Af-
ter he underwent two ECGs in
the emergency department ,
they were told he was being
transferred by ambulance to
CUH, she had left to travel
ahead and her last words to
him were “Love you, see you in
Cork.”

Evidence
The inquest heard evidence
how Mr Power had been tri-
aged as category orange to be
seen by a doctor within 10 min-
utes and he was later prepared
for transfer by ambulance to
Cork as the cath Lab in Water-
ford is not open on Sundays
and the ambulance left UHW
at 12.10pm. Mr Power’s condi-
tion was stable and he was giv-
en oxygen en route but at
12.45pm as they were going
through Dungarvan, his condi-
tion changed and they could
find no carotid pulse and he
was given CPR and adrenalin
but at 1.18pm his heart beat be-
came asystolic or flatlined.

They ran out of adrenaline
at 1.18pm but they met anoth-
er ambulance in Midleton at
1.33pm which supplied them
with more and they continued
CPR until CUH but Mr Power
was pronounced dead shortly
after arrival at 1.51pm

The jury returned a verdict
of death by natural causes and
while recognising the lack of
adrenaline was not a factor in
Mr Power’s death recommend-
ed Minister Simon Harris car-
ry out a review of hospital re-
suscitation packs for patients
in ambulance transfers.

A woman with terminal cervi-
cal cancer has sued in the High
Court after a smear test carried
out seven years ago, which
showed no abnormalities, was
found to be incorrect following
a review.

Jeremy Maher SC, for Vicky
Phelan, said that had his cli-
ent’s cervical cancer been de-
tected in 2011, the mother of
two could have had a simple pro-
cedure and there was a 90 per

cent chance she could have
been cured.

He said their case was that
Ms Phelan would not have de-
veloped invasive cancer and
would have survived into her
80s, but instead “she will die by
the end of the year”.

Ms Phelan (43) was last Janu-
ary given between six and 12
months to live, he said.

“She should have another 40
years to look forward to but she

has a couple of months.”
In evidence, Ms Phelan said

she is “very angry” that she only
learned last year of a 2014 re-
view relating to her 2011 smear
test.

Her first reaction when she
heard that information had
been available for three years,
was that it was “a cover up”.

“If I was told sooner, I would
not be in the position of a termi-
nal cancer diagnosis. I am very
angry about it,” she said.

Allegedfailure
The case includes a claim for ag-
gravated and exemplary damag-
es over alleged failure to tell Ms
Phelan over a period of three
years about the review.

Ms Phelan, a university edu-
cational manager, of Carrig-
eren, Annacotty, Co Limerick,

and her husband, Jim Phelan,
have sued the HSE and Clinical
Pathology Laboratories Inc,
Austin, Texas, US, over the
smear test taken as part of the
national cervical screening pro-

gramme, Cervical Check.
The claims are denied.
The smear test of May 24th

2011 detected no abnormality
and a letter of June 2011 ad-
vised Ms Phelan of this fact, it is
claimed.

She had a further smear test
in June 2014 which showed a
high grade lesion and she was
referred to a consultant.

In July 2014, she was diag-
nosed with cervical cancer and
underwent radical chemoradio-
therapy.

Review
It is claimed that following her
cancer diagnosis, a review was
carried out of previous smear
tests of women who had a can-
cer diagnosis and the May 2011
sample from Ms Phelan showed
the original report was incor-
rect and the smear test had in
fact shown suspected cancer-
ous cells.

Ms Phelan was last Novem-
ber advised of the review and di-
agnosed with incurable Stage 4
cancer.It is alleged that a fail-

ure to diagnose, or a misinter-
pretation of the 2011 smear test
sample, caused a situation
whereby Ms Phelan’s cancer
was allowed to develop and
spread unidentified, unmoni-
tored and untreated until she
was diagnosed in July 2014.

It is claimed she was de-
prived of the opportunity of
timely and effective investiga-
tion and management of her
condition and of treatment at a
time when her disease was alleg-
edly amenable to curative treat-
ment.

The case continues today..
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A Ugandan lawyer who has
sued Facebook Ireland over
allegedly defamatory posts by
an anonymous blogger has
lost his appeal seeking the
identity and location of the
blogger.

The Court of Appeal said
lawyer Fred Muwema’s right
to also bring defamation
proceedings against a blogger
who goes under the pseudo-
nym TVO (Tom Voltaire
Okwalinga) was outweighed
by the risk to life or bodily
integrity of TVO from the
Ugandan authorities if his
identity is disclosed.

Mr Muwema claims he was
defamed in a number of posts
by TVO. He brought defama-

tion proceedings and sought
orders to have the posts taken
down by Facebook Ireland
because it provides the social
media service to all users
outside of the US and Canada.

The posts were removed
but Mr Muwema also sought
the identity of TVO so he could
join him in the defamation
proceedings against Face-
book, which denies his claims.

Facebook opposed reveal-
ing TVO’s identity without a
court order. It argued there
was evidence to show, if the
identity was disclosed, TVO
would be exposed to arrest
and ill-treatment at the hands
of the Ugandan authorities.

MARYCAROLAN

CourtrefusestocompelFacebook
todiscloseblogger’sidentity

Berlin, Dresden,
Meissen & Colditz
Five days from only €709pp

Selected departures up
to October 2018

Fully escorted price includes:

• Tour of Berlin, home to Norman Foster’s Reichstag, ‘Check Point
Charlie’, the DDR (former East Germany) Museum, and some of the
world’s finest archaeological and fine art museums

• Walking tour of Dresden, ‘Florence of the Elbe’, home to one of the
world’s greatest art collections, formerly capital of the Kings of
Saxony

• Visit Meissen and take a guided tour of the world-famous
porcelain studio

• Guided tour of Colditz Castle of SecondWorld War prisoner of war
fame – with entrance fees included

• Return flights, plus all hotel transfers

• Four nights in conveniently located accommodation rated four-
star superior, including all local taxes, with breakfast

• The services of our experienced and insightful tour manager
throughout

For a brochure or to book, call: 01 905 6310
www.irishtimes.com/traveloffers
Holidays organised & operated by Riviera Travel, Chase House, City Junction Business Park, Malahide Road, Northern Cross, Dublin D17 AK63 (T.O. 257), a company independent
of The Irish Times, whose booking conditions apply. When you respond to offers we may use your information to contact you with offers/services we believe will be of interest.
Please give your mobile or email details if you wish to receive offers by sms or email. We will not give your data to other companies without your permission; please let us know if
you are happy for us to do so. Prices are based on two sharing a twin room subject to availability. Single rooms and optional insurance available at a supplement. Additional
entrance costs may apply. Images used in conjunction with Riviera Travel. Price correct at time of print. For feedback to The Irish Times, email travelreaderoffers@irishtimes.com.

TO 257

On this intriguingly varied tour, we visit two
of Europe’s great cultural centres: Berlin,
once the East-West flashpoint, now reborn
as a lively and dynamic city and Dresden,
newly restored and possibly Germany’s most
beautiful city once again. Combine this with
stunning Meissen porcelain and the infamous
Colditz Castle - probably the world’s most
famous Prisoner of War camp and you have a
varied and fascinating tour.
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The Limerick Voice, pub-
lished by University of
Limerick (above, Marisa
Kennedy of Limerick Voice)
has been named Newspaper
of the Year in the National
Student Media Awards,
more popularly known as
the Smedias. The award was
presented by The Irish
Times news editor, Mark
Hennessy.

The Editor of the Year
award went to Shauna
Bowers of Dublin City
University, while the
Magazine of the Year award
was won by Dublin Institute
of Technology’s Cypher.

The Journalist of the
Year award in the National
Media category was won by

Aaron Gallagher of DCU,
while the Features Writer
of the Year – News &
Current Affairs award went
to Rachel O’Neill of Univer-
sity College Dublin.

The Radio Journalist of
the Year award was won by
Mary-Kate Findon of DIT;
Mark Boylan of the Universi-
ty of Limerick took the
Sports Writer of the Year
category.

The Website of the Year
went to UCC Express of
University College Cork,
while Trinity College took
design and layout awards in
the newspaper and maga-
zine categories for TN2
Magazine and the Trinity
News.

NationalStudentMediaAwards
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■ Vicky and JimPhelan, from
Annacotty, Co Limerick, leave
the Four Courts in Dublin
yesterday.
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Gardaí have appealed for
witnesses to a two-car colli-
sion that claimed the life of an
elderly woman on the out-
skirts of Macroom, in Co Cork,
yesterday evening.

The woman, who was in her
90s and was living locally, was
fatally injured when the car
she was driving was in colli-
sion with another car at
Sleaveen East on the southern
side of Macroom at about
5.20pm. The emergency
services were called and the
woman was attended to but it
is understood that she was
pronounced dead at the scene.

Her body was removed to
Cork University Hospital
where a postmortem is
expected to be carried out
today.

Gardaí closed the road and
put diversions in place to
allow a forensic crash investi-
gator carry out an examina-
tion of the scene of the crash.

Anyone who may have
witnessed the collision or have
any information that can
assist the Garda investigation
of the fatal incident is asked to
contact Macroom Garda
Station on 026-20590.

BARRYROCHE

Woman inher90sdies in two-car
collisionnear inMacroom
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A Co Mayo-based chicken pro-
cessing firm has been ordered
to pay ¤17,000 to a woman it un-
fairly dismissed while off sick af-
ter suffering a miscarriage.

In the case, it is alleged that a
female payroll employee at
Western Brand Group Ltd told
37-year old Bulgarian Aneta
Petrova that she was “sick for
too long” when dismissing her
on December 29th, 2015.

This was 12 days after Ms

Petrova was diagnosed with
having an ectopic pregnancy on
December 17th, 2015.

The night before, she was
brought by ambulance to the
emergency department at
Mayo University Hospital after
fainting at her home. On De-
cember 21st, a medical certifi-
cate was delivered to Ms Petro-
va’s employer, the Western
Brand Group Ltd’s offices in
Ballyhaunis, confirming that
Ms Petrova had suffered a mis-
carriage.

On December 29th, Ms
Petrova said she was sacked
summarily over the phone after
an employee at the firm’s pay-
roll office told her she was “sick
for too long”, that she was sus-
pended and that her P45 would
be sent out to her.

Ms Petrova – who has a mas-
ter’s degree in European Law –
worked on the firm’s chicken fil-
let line at its Ballyhaunis plant.

Before the Labour Court, the
group pleaded that it didn’t real-
ise that Ms Petrova was preg-

nant or had suffered a miscar-
riage at the time of dismissal
and that her medical cert con-
firming the miscarriage was
not seen by payroll before the
call was made to dismiss her on
December 29th.

Apologised
The company stated that after
finding Ms Petrova suffered a
miscarriage, it subsequently
apologised to Ms Petrova and
said she could re-apply for her
job when she returned to full

health. Ms Petrova – who has
since had a baby boy – sued for
unfair dismissal.

In its ruling the Labour
Court found the Western
Brand Group Ltd was aware Ms
Petrova’s illness related to her
pregnancy and miscarriage at
the time of dismissal.

The Labour Court stated this
finding was based upon evi-
dence from the female Western
Brand Group employee who
sacked Ms Petrova on instruc-
tion from a superior.

The court found the person
stated in evidence the Western
Brand Group was, at the point
of Ms Petrova’s dismissal,
aware of the reasons for her un-
availability for work and this
was connected to her pregnan-
cy and miscarriage.

The Western Brand Group
was appealing an earlier Work-
place Relations Commission
Adjudication Officer ruling
which found Ms Petrova was un-
fairly dismissed and awarded
her ¤12,000.
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