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Lotto: 18, 30, 31, 32, 33, 42 (19) – no winner. Plus 1: 6, 16, 20, 26, 29, 39 (15).Plus 2: 8, 9, 18, 26, 32, 39 (16).

It’s insulting
to say Sinn

Féin is fit for
governmentwith
unionists but not
good enough in
the South
Newton Emerson
Opinion, page 12
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THE NATIONAL SHOW CENTRE,
Stockhole Lane, Cloghran, Swords, Co. Dublin.

DOORS OPEN 9AM - 5PM

FRIDAY 27 ,TH

SATURDAY 28 ,TH

SUNDAY 29TH APRIL

ARNOTTS FURNITURE, ELECTRICAL &HOME

WAREHOUSE SALE

Gothic revival
mansion
for ¤9.25m

The London
marathon was not
a real race at all

Abuse:A woman raped
as a child by a teenager
while she was in foster
care has called for the
establishment of a
statutory commission of
investigation: page 2

Politics:Leo Varadkar
told Fine Gael TDs that
Fianna Fáil would
‘bankrupt the country’
with spending: page 6

Sunshineandshowers. Cooler
thanaveragewith highest
temperaturesof 10-12 de-
grees.Breezy and fresh.

PATLEAHY

A review of the State’s sports
capital grants programme has
found that schools in disadvan-
taged areas should be given a
higher priority in future fund-
ing rounds, amid confusion in
the Department of Sport about
whether private schools were el-
igible for public funding.

The review follows controver-
sy over a grant of ¤150,000 to a
private Dublin school, Wesley
College, a move that Minister
for Sport Shane Ross, in whose
constituency the school is locat-
ed, was “delighted to confirm”.
Mr Ross later said that he had
no part in the decision.

Now a review of the scheme
has found that while private
schools should not be excluded
from the scheme, a revised sys-
tem should give greater priori-
ty to schools in poorer areas.

Applicationsaccepted
The review also says that appli-
cations from two other private
schools, which were initially re-
jected, were accepted by the de-
partment on appeal.

The other schools were Lore-
to High School, Beaufort, in
Rathfarnham, which received
¤150,000 for its hockey pitch,
and Rathdown School in
Glenageary which received
¤19,000 for hockey equipment.

Loreto Beaufort is adjacent
to, but not in, Mr Ross’s Dub-
lin-Rathdown constituency.

The review describes consid-
erable confusion in the Depart-
ment of Sport over the eligibili-
ty of private schools for the
grants scheme.

According to the review, “the
department’s own guide to mak-
ing an application for the 2017
round of the Sports Capital
Plan contains no reference to
excluding private schools . . . It
is now clear that the section of
the department’s guide to mak-
ing applications dealing with
‘private/commercial’ organisa-
tions needs to be amended to
avoid any future ambiguity”.
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SUZANNELYNCH
inWashington

French president Emmanuel
Macron concluded his
three-day visit to the US with a
stinging criticism of many of
Donald Trump’s policies, dar-
ing the US to “make the planet
great again” by rejoining the
Paris climate agreement.

A day after Mr Trump wel-
comed the French president to
the White House at the first
state dinner of his presidency,
Mr Macron delivered a speech
that criticised much of the
Trump agenda, particularly on
climate change.

Predicting that America
would rejoin the Paris climate
accord, which Mr Trump aban-
doned last July, Mr Macron
warned that there was “no Plan-
et B”.

“I believe in offering a better
future for our children by offer-
ing them a planet that is still
habitable in 25 years,” he said,
adding he was sure that the US
would “one day come back and
join the Paris agreement”.

“What is the meaning of our
lives, really, if we live and work
destroying the planet . . . de-
stroying opportunities for our
children and grandchildren?”
he continued, prompting rous-
ing applause from the Demo-
cratic side of the chamber.

‘Imaginaryrisk’
He also said the world must
fight against “the ever-growing
virus of fake news” which expos-
es people to “irrational fear and
imaginary risk”.

“The corruption of informa-
tion is an attempt to corrode
the very spirit of our democra-

cies,” he said. Warning against
the ideologies of nationalism
and isolationism, he urged
America to embrace a “re-
sults-oriented” multilateral-
ism.

“The United States is the one
who invented this multilateral-
ism. You are the one who has to
help now to preserve and rein-
vent it.”

On Iran, Mr Macron restated
his idea for a new “comprehen-
sive deal” which would encom-
pass four “pillars”.

“Our objectives are clear.
Iran shall never possess any nu-
clear weapons, not now, not in
five years, not in 10 years – nev-
er.” But he added: “We signed it
at the initiative of the United
States. We signed it, both the
United States and France. That
is why we should not say we
should get rid of it.”

He said that, while it was true
to say that this agreement “may
not address all concerns, and
very important concerns . . . we
should not abandon it without
having something substantial
instead”.

‘Tradesman’
With reports that France, Brit-
ain and Germany are nearing
a deal to put to Mr Trump
ahead of a May 12th deadline,
Iranian president Hassan Rou-
hani said that the US had no
right to renegotiate the interna-
tional agreement, dismissing

Mr Trump as a “tradesman”
not qualified to comment on
global treaties.

A possible revised Iran agree-
ment is likely to dominate to-
morrow’s meeting between
German chancellor Angela
Merkel and the US president at
the White House.

Meanwhile, there were re-
ports that Mr Trump will visit
Britain in July after the Nato
summit in Brussels.
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Why Leo
should call
an election

Garda upgrade
Technology set
to forman
important part
of the force’s
transformation
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Pay:AIB’s Bernard
Byrne warned that it
faces challenges
retaining staff as bonus
schemes are banned

Disadvantagedschoolsshouldhave
priorityforsportsgrants,saysreview

BRIANHUTTON

Doctors treating women who
were wrongly given the
all-clear from cancer were
urged to exercise their “judg-
ment” on whether to tell them
about the misdiagnosis, docu-
ments before the High Court
show.

CervicalCheck, the national
cervical screening service,
also advised doctors to “sim-
ply ensure the result is record-
ed” if any of the women affect-
ed by botched smear tests had
died in the meantime, accord-
ing to the solicitor for one of
the women.

It is believed up to 15 wom-
en were identified in a 2014 au-
dit of smear tests which were
found to be incorrect.

One of them, Vicky Phelan,
a mother of two from Co Lim-
erick who is dying of cervical
cancer, settled a High Court
action for ¤2.5 million yester-
day against a US-based clini-
cal laboratory subcontracted
by CervicalCheck to assess the
tests.

The 43-year-old took pro-
ceedings after it emerged her
2011 smear test, which showed
no abnormalities, was found,
in a 2014 audit of smear tests
on a number of women, to be
incorrect. She was diagnosed
with cervical cancer in 2014
but did not learn of the review
or audit until 2017.

She told the High Court she
was extremely angry she was
not told of the 2014 review of
her smear test for another
three years.

Firsttime
Her solicitor Cian O’Carroll
told The Irish Times a circular
from CervicalCheck in July
2016 – two years after the au-
dit review was carried out – ad-
vised consultants of the wom-
en affected on how to deal
with them. It was the first time
the doctors were notified
about the misdiagnoses, ac-
cording to Mr O’Carroll.

The circular read: “While
we would like if you could re-
view the woman’s notes to en-
sure the outcome is added to
her medical records, as a gen-
eral rule of thumb the out-
come should be communicat-

ed to the woman with a focus
on the context of confronting
the overall clinical scenario.

“One difficulty with the cur-
rent batch of patients is that
women may not have been
aware of the clinical audit pro-
cess. Clinicians should use
their judgment in individual
cases where it is clear that dis-
cussion of the outcomes of the
review could do more harm
than good.

“In cases where a woman
has died, simply ensure the re-
sult is recorded in the wom-
an’s notes.”

Heavilyredacted
Mr O’Carroll said from heavily
redacted CervicalCheck docu-
ments released to him as part
of the High Court case, it ap-
pears that up to 14 more wom-
en “had been diagnosed with
cancer who had previously
had clear smears”.

It is not clear when the oth-
er misdiagnosed smear tests
were carried out but “in com-
mon with our client they were
not told” until much later if at
all, he added.

The HSE, which has respon-
sibility for CervicalCheck, re-
fused to confirm or deny the
number of women affected,
their current conditions or
why there was such a delay in
informing them. Ms Phelan
had also sued the HSE but the
case against it was struck out.

Mr O’Carroll said after con-
sultants were informed in
2016 about the audit review
outcome, there was a series of
correspondence over whose
responsibility it was to inform
the patients.

A HSE spokeswoman said
since 2010, CervicalCheck re-
views the screening history of
every woman with a diagnosis
of cervical cancer who has
been previously screened.

“Currently, the reviews are
carried out as cancer diagno-
ses are notified, and results
are sent to the woman’s treat-
ing clinician to review, as soon
as they are completed,” she
said.

CervicalCheckadviseddoctors to ‘simply
ensure’misdiagnosis result is recorded

Saving the curlew
Species could be
extinct in Ireland
within a decade
Science, page 10
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Denmark:Aninventor
hasbeen sentencedto
lifeinprison formurder-
inganddismembering
journalistKimWallon
hissubmarine: page 9

Mortgages:Ulster Bank
and AIB are responsible
for the vast majority of
an additional 3,400
loans that have been
identified as affected by
the tracker scandal

Racing:WillieMullins’s
featinsaddlingseven
runnersfordaythree’s
PunchestownGradeOne
isremarkable:page17

Soccer:Liverpool
manager Jürgen Klopp
believes his team can
win the second leg of
their Champions
League semi-final
against Roma: page 15

■ Beekeepers protest outside the Dáil yesterday against the Heritage Bill which proposes to permit the cutting of hedgerows fromAugust 1st. The beekeepers
claim this would have a negative impact on Ireland’s wildlife.Robo-bees are not the solution to pollination problems: page 10. PHOTOGRAPH: NICK BRADSHAW

HiveofactivityBeekeepersstungintoactionoverBill’spotentialeffectonhedgerows

Womanwith terminal
cancer settles High
Court action for
¤2.5m: page 4

Makeplanetgreatagain,MacrontellsTrump

Opinion,page12

‘‘
Europeanpowers are
nearing plan to save Iran
nuclear pact: page8

Doctorsnot
compelledto
tellwomen
ofcancer
testerrors

Upto15womenwere identified in a2014
audit of smear tests found tobe incorrect
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