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The clinical director of the na-
tional cervical cancer screen-
ing programme advised a Lim-
erick gynaecologist to file
some audited test results rath-
er than to tell women in cer-
tain cases that all-clear smear
tests they had received years
earlier were wrong.

Dr Gráinne Flannelly, clini-
cal director of CervicalCheck,
told gynaecologist Dr Kevin
Hickey in an email in July 2017
that several women in the mid-
west region should not be told
about the false negative tests
discovered in an audit after he
wrote to her to confirm that
she felt some women with cer-
vical cancer should not be in-
formed about them. The pri-
vate correspondence was sub-
mitted in the High Court case

taken by Vicky Phelan, a
43-year-old mother of two
with terminal cancer from An-
nacotty, Co Limerick, who
was not told about an incor-
rect 2011 smear test until Sep-
tember 2017, despite a 2014
audit by CervicalCheck show-
ing that the test was wrong.

The records emerged after
Dr Flannelly publicly acknowl-
edged she could not say for
sure that all of the 206 women
who missed early treatment
for cervical cancer had been
made aware of the situation.

Falseresults
Dr Hickey wrote to Dr Flannel-
ly on June 20th, 2017, refer-
ring to a list of patients with
cervical cancer noting that in
three highlighted cases the
women should be told about
the false smear test results af-
ter a 2014 review. “There were
other ladies where the review
process has altered the origi-

nal smear report and it looks
from your notes that you have
felt that these should be filed
in the patients’ notes and that
no review is necessary,” Dr
Hickey wrote to her at the Na-
tional Maternity Hospital, Hol-
les Street in Dublin.

“I just wanted to confirm
that you are happy with this
whole process centrally from
the Cervical Screening Unit
given that it looks that some of
the review smears were differ-
ent from the original.”

Dr Flannelly replied on July
7th, 2017, in an email with the
subject line “clarification”.

“Yes – a balance needs to be
struck in deciding who needs a
formal communication of the
outcome of the audit. The pos-
sibility of resultant harm is cru-
cial,” she wrote.

In cases where women have
not had cancer or who have “lo-
cal and fertility-sparing sur-
gery”, Dr Hickey should “sim-
ply file” the audited test re-
sults in the patients’ medical
notes, Dr Flannelly wrote.

“The concept of delay is im-
portant,” she said.

“I based my judgment on
the medical information avail-
able to me and using the same
criteria I use in my own prac-
tice when dealing with these
cases. Only three of the wom-
en merited a closeout meeting
using these criteria,” Dr Flan-
nelly wrote.

On August 8th, 2017, after
being told by Dr Hickey that
he had informed all the affect-
ed women, Dr Flannelly wrote
to him again saying his deci-
sion “underscores the value of
the local clinician reviewing
the clinical context”.

“The advice I gave was
based on the limited informa-
tion available to me and was
given as an honest assessment
of what seemed to be the best
way to proceed with these cas-
es,” she said. “It is right and fit-
ting that your own clinical
judgment should take prece-
dence.”

A HSE spokeswoman said
Prof Flannelly would be “con-
tinuing in her role” and was
“directly involved” in the pro-
cess to provide assurance
around the communications
with the 206 women whose
cases are under review.
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Kim Jong-un clasped hands
with Moon Jae-in as the two
leaders stepped over the
detested border that has riven
the Korean peninsula for 65
years. It was a powerfully
symbolic gesture at the start of
an epic day, one that ended
with a pledge to strive for
lasting peace and tapped deep
emotions on both sides of the
demilitarised zone.

“When do I get to visit the
North?” the South Korean
president asked Kim, who
minutes earlier became the
first North Korean leader to
tread on South Korean soil.

There were gasps from the
reporters in the media centre
as Kim turned to Moon and
said: “Why don’t you just come
over to the North side now?”

Surprise turned to laughter
as Kim, wearing the Mao
Zedong-style suit favoured by
his family during three genera-
tions of rule in North Korea, led
the business-suited Moon

across the line into the North,
for just a few moments.

Nearly 3,000 journalists
covered the event from the
media centre in Goyang, 16km
from Panmunjom, in the
demilitarised zone between
North and South where the
summit took place.

Hopesforpeace
This correspondent was
interviewed four times, as local
media asked if their hopes for
peace were shared by the rest
of the world.One TV journalist
welled up as he asked his
questions. “Peace,” he said.
“This is a big deal for us
Koreans. I am very moved by
this.”

Although the joint commu-
nique, which agrees to work
towards denuclearisation and
sign a formal peace treaty
inside a year, is low on detail,
Koreans are keenly aware that
symbols are crucial to lasting
peace. The desk at which the

leaders sat was 2,018mm wide,
to mark the year of the summit,
and organisers had an automat-
ically generated emoji symbol
to go with the #interkorean
Twitter handle.

The menu choice of Swiss
rösti was a nod to Kim’s
childhood in a Swiss interna-
tional school, and the John
Dory fish a symbol of Moon’s
youth in the port city of Busan.

The two leaders planted a
pine tree on the border, using
soil from Mount Paektu in
North Korea and Mount Halla
in the South. “Just like a pine
tree, I hope our relationship
will be forever green,” said
Kim. “Yes, it will,” said Moon.
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